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Introduction
Overview
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council (DLRCC) has recently acquired Fernhill Park and Gardens 
and intends to develop the property as a Regional public park. Fernhill is a former substantial family 
residence with ancillary buildings on 34 hectares of land (gardens, parkland, woodland and agricul-
tural land) just south of the Enniskerry Road at Stepaside, County Dublin. 

Fernhill House and Gardens form an important component of the historic landscape on the fringe of 
Dublin City and an impressive example of a small estate dating back to around 1723. The former 
substantial family residence with ancillary buildings is surrounded by gardens, parkland, woodland 
and agricultural land in an elevated location overlooking Dublin Bay. In addition to the main house, 
which requires considerable refurbishment, there are three further residential units in the grounds - 
a period gate lodge, situated at the main entrance, a Garden cottage located adjacent to the walled 
garden which was converted from a small barn into a residential unit, currently occupied on a life 
tenancy basis by a member of the Walker family, and a modern system built single storey house 
situated in the old farm yard.

Historic records indicate that the estate gardens and an arboretum were established in the 1860’s, 
and extended towards the turn of the 19th century with the inclusion of a number of water features, 
rockeries and a collection of many unusual Rhododendron varieties. The general design is said to 
have been strongly infl uenced by the Irish ‘naturalist’ gardener William Robinson (1838–1935), who 
spurred the movement
that evolved into the English Cottage Garden style. Further improvements during the mid-20th cen-
tury to the walks, additional topographical features and upgrading of the information on the plant 
collections, facilitated the opening of the gardens to the general
public.

The historic natural character of the site presents the opportunity for developing a unique public 
amenity, not only to serve the residents of DLRCC and surrounding region, but also as a prime visi-
tor attraction in close proximity to Dublin and the Wicklow Mountains National Park.

Project Aims & Objectives:
The following are considered to be the current principal aims and objectives of the development of 
Fernhill Park & Gardens;
To develop Fernhill Park and Gardens as a high quality sustainable regional public park. 

To conserve and restore Fernhill House and relevant ancillary buildings and provide suitable and • 
sustainable uses associated with the properties in the setting of the public park. 
To conserve and restore (where appropriate) the gardens and woodlands in a sustainable man-• 
ner.
To conserve and restore (where appropriate) the landscape heritage features and retain the • 
historic natural character of the site. 
To ensure the agricultural and sylvan character of the site is retained and enhanced where pos-• 
sible. 
To strike a balance between the heritage, people and wildlife while also providing opportunities • 
for active and passive recreation. 
To ensure sustainable innovative proposals and green principles are at the core of the project. • 
To provide a suitable range of visitor facilities. • 
To develop aesthetically pleasing and functional spaces while protecting and enhancing heri-• 
tage features, views and site characteristics in a manner that will facilitate sustainable mainte-
nance.
Provide safe and secure access to the park for pedestrians and a moderate number of vehicles.• 

Provide for a modest number of car parking spaces in the most suitable location(s) designed to • 
be incorporated in with the character of the site. 
Provide a safe and secure circulation network. • 
Provide opportunities for informal and or formal play.• 
Provide a strong link to Barnacullia Road and to the Three Rock Mountain.  • 
Ensure the right of way is maintained, enhanced and developed as an integral part of the park. • 

Public Consultation – Call for Ideas:
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council are in the process of completing a Feasibility Study for 
Fernhill and intend to commence the design process in early 2017. Prior to commencing this, Dun 
laoghaire Rathdown County Council would like to invite submissions from interested parties to have 
their say on the design and development of Fernhill. The submissions can also include ideas for the 
use of the house and the other buildings on the site. 

Those interested parties should upload their submissions at the following location https://dlrcoco.
citizenspace.com/. This is a non-statutory public consultation process and will be followed by the 
statutory process upon completing the Masterplan. All submissions received will be considered in 
the development of the Masterplan. All submissions will be treated with confi dentiality.

The closing date for receipt of submissions or observations is Tuesday the 31st January 2016. 

Supplementary Information:
Enclosed with this document is the following supplementary background information which should 
inform any opinions and ideas; 

Existing Site Features• 
History of the Estate• 
Fernhill Gardens• 
Fernhill House• 
Built & Natural Heritage• 
Landscape Sensitivity• 
Development – Key Infl uences• 

Proposed Public Visits to Fernhill:
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council intend to allow access for members of the public where 
interested parties will be facilitated in visiting the estate in a controlled manner. There is limited car 
parking available so those interested in attending are encouraged to arrive on foot or by bicycle. 
Access will be via the existing gated entrance on the Enniskerry Road. These visits will take place on 
Thursday the 19th and Friday the 20th January 2017 both at 10:00. Suitable walking shoes should 
be worn.

Proposed Presentation by Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council:
In addition, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council will hold an informal presentation followed by 
questions and answers in Sandyford Community Centre (Lambscross) on Wednesday the 18th and 
25th January 2017 at 20:30. 
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History of the Estate
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Fernhill Gardens
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Fernhill House
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Built  & Natural Heritage
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Landscape Sensitivity
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Development - Key Infl uences


